E
|
|
i
!
|
|

e s P . i s

|
H
|
.
.
|
'

A

“THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MAN IN THE WORLD"

In His Adirondack Tract Paul Swan Will Found a Greek
Colony Where Beauty Loving Souls May Work Out
Artistic Ideals and Do the Household Tasks

By WINNIFRED HARPER COOLEY ..

]’ T I entered the studio like a

dazzling ray of sunshine-—clad

1 L in a combination of Kimono
and pajamas,

Tt was sufficiently startling to hehold
for the first time “the most beauntiful
man In the world,” but doubly so to be
received by him thus unconventionally.
We #ce them on the stage nowadays,
the Russian dancers and all the other
Interpreters of the elemental, and do
not blush at the diminutive leopard
skin as a costume, but to meet them in
thelr homes clad In =cant silken gar-
ments, their bare feet encased In
sandals, Ig a bit overwhelming.

It was, however, only a moment after
taking the cold plunge that T emerged
in the =sunlight of his sweet yvoung pers
sonality, for Paul fSwan s the incarnn-
tion of youth and eternal spring. In
the parlance of the world he is 25
years old, but in terms of eternity he is
every day a newly created apirit, Beauty
has no age or sex, and his is of the
pagan god Pan, sparkling and ephem-
eral.

“About
peated. “Yes,
realized ideal,
chased a heautiful

Greek

colony?" he re-
It &= abhout to become a
1 have actually pur-
wooded tract of

my

land in the Adirondacks, In Warren
county., It i= geven miles from a rail-
road, the nearest statlon being a ple-

turesque village

“1t is wonderful timber land. and we
have a huge barn, which can be divided
up into numeroug living rooms and
etudios. Rirangely enough there =seems
to be no gpot In America where heauty
lovine =onis and people doing creative,

“You see,” he mald simply, “I am at

heart nothing but a ploughboy, 1 came
from a farm in Nebraska. [ ran away
to go to school, trudging over long,

hard roads in a wild country when 1
was only 12 years old in order to oltain
a hich school education. I really am
thoroughly self-made and have earned
my way through varying vicissitudes
ever gince childhood., 1 have slept in a
basement doorway on Broadway hecause

artistle work can meet on a plane of

simple domestic and democratle living. |
There are the conventional Chautau-
quas, the high brow institutions, the
classes and lectures and pedagogiceal
communities, but there are no centres
of simpliclty where workers who are
sincere can mould art conditlons and
create !deals for the nation,

“1 want this to be a sort of clearing

house where problems of beautifying
American citles can be thrashed out,
where unappreciated talent can be so

directed and developed as to be hrought
to the notice of the buyers of tie couns-
try. Yet we especially discourage the
commercial craftsmen who work oaly
for money,
tain home to be merely a resting place
for the hustling writers and painters
who are pausing a moment to be lazy
before getting thelr second wind to race
madly onward in quest of fortune and
fame."”

“A sort of 'And no one shall work
for money, And no one sghall work for
fame, Dut each on his separate star,
Bhall paint the things as he secs them,
For the god of things as they are'?" 1
suggested,

“Exactly,”

he s=ald, enthusiastically.
“But on the other hand, we do not want
the luxury loving, There is a whaole
horde of people who are gushing, effu-
sive and pseudo artistic,. They chase
genluses perennially, hoping to ecapture
them for receptions and teas, The idea
of a summer resort filled with talented

‘bohemian’ persons appeals to them as
a novel and thrilling experience,

“The type of worker whom we aim
to interest in our colony is the hones

laborer in the realm of the ideal who
has something to express and s brave
enough to express that soemethi
at pecuniary loss and in the face of rid-
fcule, 1 honestly believe that we must
return to something akin to the simple
life, and it is my plan not to have any
gervants in the community, each econ-

. CVen

tributing several hours daily to the licht |

tasks of cooperative service,

1 had a fleeting vision of a somewhat
disorganized cooperative household run
by the mutual labor of varyving artistie
temperaments,  However, the founder
of the colony does not impress one as
either a foul or a dawdler, and his sim
ple, practical manner, more than any
words or glowing prospectus, eN=
tablished In my naturally sceptical in-
tellect a deep faith and hearty indorse-
ment,

soon

We do not want the mouns- |

1 had not the money for a night's lodg-
ing.”

“Impossible!" T excluimed, seeing the
halo of hig recent days in Egypt and
Greece above his fair ringlets,

All about me was the luxury of a
modern, unus=ually elegant New York
studio, It was of the duplex variety,
done in wonderful woods, carpeted with
soft 'ersian rugs, its walls lined with
rare paintings, expressionsg of the moods
of the boy chatting unconcernedly he-
fore me,  And vet could douln
that, amid the comforts of present ma-

no one

terial prosperity, his soul was simple
and sincere, It is one thing to use
L Tuxury as a background; another thing
to wallow in it. “Things” will never
suffocate Paul Swan,

It s a far cry from a Nebraska
pralriec to the sunny isles of Greece
where “burning S8appho loved and sang.”

| The story of this reincarnated Narcissus
| i& more fascinating than any fairy tale,
| tme cannot pleture him among the rude

| farmtands and severe storms of the
plains of Nebraska., Rather docs he
seem the embadiment of the spirit of
Athens.

Golden Greece was his lodestar from
childhood, He cherished an absolute

and definite conviction that In a pre-
vious incarnation he had been a Greek,
and I, a practical New Yorker, In a high
studio building jus=t off bustling Droad-
way, fe't the Influence of his
conviction steal upon me,

“When 1T went to Greees
different feeling 1

il beef

* he sald, "1
m
re or since.
f my being

lend
realization

il

foelt

a complets
indlgenous to that s

“The scenes, the people, the air 1
Lreathed were wholly famillar, 1 had
come Into my own, After many silent

|eenturies Greece had drawn me back
Lagain to her warm bosom,  Although 1

| oved Egyvpt and found many enthusinsms
lin the spirit of art and beauty in the
’l'ul World, no other country had this
effect upon me”

It is necessary for me to impress upon
the sceptical that there is nothing mys-
tical or uncanny or abnormal about the
young painter, although it will he fme-
possible to convert the plain, commer-
cial, unpoetical American buasiness man
|to any toleration of male ur to
cunvinee him that one whose entire life
is spent in the expression of beauty
through dancing and palnting s other

Leauty,

e

“The most beautiful man in America.”

&

(“‘I’tdlﬂl

anything |

than effeminate and contemptible,
There are o many followers of art and|
music who lose their poige, degenerate
or fly off at cutrageous tungents that
a practical person with a sense of hu-
mor may be excused perhapg for being|
a bit intolerant of the artistie tribe; but
iIf we have an open mind it certainly is
of great Interest to meet a spirit of light
and joy in this pro=alec world.

“Qur colony is to be no Liberty Hall— |

no place for the idle and fopplsh, for
the vain and sensual,” he went on,
be Greek ls not only to cultivate beauty
and harmony but to love strength, pus
rity and efliciency., We will have classes
in athletica and dancing, not the more
violent but thosge which develop grace
and symmetry., The reciprocation of
dally Inbor will bring about a modest,
demaocratic spirlt, and our studies in
architectural and municipal beauty will
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star for five great oil portraits repre-
senting her in ag many characters, and
this  commisgsion took the artist
searcely more than a child—to her Port
Chesgter home for an entire gummer,
Many artigsts would have been only
too proud and happy to attain the dis-
tinction of painting the actress, The
only one who had ever in any way sat-
isfled her previously was a famous Ituss
sgian, Paul Swan caught the wonder-
ful mooda of the most subtle modern
actress and received a liberal education
from her friendghip. Even the close
association of hostess and guest never
made her seem commonplace or other
than a mystic intelligence.  She greatly

admired the beautiful boy and used
laughingly to exclaim:

“You are too old to alopt and too
young to marry!"

This money for the five portrealts,

earned by hard, unremitting labor, mads
It possible for this little ploughboy of
the Western world to realize the dreats
of his Hfetime, and vigit Greece and
Faypt.

Fgypt and all of Europe he found in-
tellectually Interesting, bhut Greece
long  eccstasy, It was when
studying with the Athenlan gculpton
Thomas Thermopolis  that he became
enamoured of dancing as a perfect ex-
lon  of certain Ideals,  He first
wl at a fote promoted by this Greek
sculptor, From that time on dancing

0one
he wWas

1

Wis
imaova

v be the passion of his life. Naz-
disapproved of his going on the
helleving that he would find It
sordid and disillusloning; but he can
find no other medium of expression go
satisfactory,
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the beautiful young tather with the tiny
morgel of humanity in his armes,

And he js remarkably beautiful!  Al-
though below medium helght and some-
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AMERICA'S BEST
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me confused when they
red lights, supposing them
Annicapdh

“You are assuming ent
much,” replled the city man

rborough officials

immedia

possibllity and took mea
prevent it. When it was
mark the location of the 1
hoxes with lights the fact s

parent that danger sju
were  seattered rof

S0 ]

reat underground syvstem
be folly to attempt to us

other purpose,
“What did the
do to solve the problin
simp.y broke all preceden
blue lights to mark the
“The platform man t
day that the blue
instaled recently to mo

boxes, 1 assume that
stitement ta apply
tem,  1'erhaps he
apply to that jun
any rate 1 jereal
other morn or
were the first g
have noticed in the s
I use the system
leads me to bheliove 1
is of recent vint
STt may ke some
| —— the publle to the
_'! Wil s e el
Paul Swan. wations of fire e
tirely due to 1
fire It is secul
Last summer he gave interpretative | what slender he is moabded jn perfect swaman  and ehiid
[ dancing In Newport and In New York | proportions, His fiace is as oxqulsite as % Bkubid Thisio
Fdrawing rooms, and the two vocations, |0 chiselisd Ly Phidias for the youthful | e difMie '. p :
dancing and palnting, may be pursued | Apollo. The features are clearly cut ! " !l‘-.' tll:: gymial an ¢
simultaneousty, a5 a cameo, the cyes Wlue and ex-| .9 % the swmibol in
“I have no ilusions 1eft” he told me | Pressive, the halr goft and waving, of | |i..“-.\‘..r‘ 1-'\ A
‘rogarding fume, or am or greats [ a pale hrown, the brows direct and eat Vi
nesg, or perfect happiness The best | ne and the face glowing with tli -|..r1 ed, vellow, greos
Wt any of us can do @8 to express our- | vise color, Tt I8 not merely the regu-§ o uly used este
selves and our ldeals through the mes | larity of line that attracts, but the spie- | 5P system, fow
dium which 1 most patural to us Hual glow which animates  every mos I,.llll;:.l::l-' 'il ~I\I‘.!I |”.-. .
s . e G “1 used to say that painting was the |ment, and yet he is strangely anper- |2 ittedd th the al
In one of his poetic dances. iadtrtion of thi BiLL Biit thac. ex-Leuii). Hhere 1 o vanity o panaiacttal the: dhpuimuile s
; pression was a little offensive, as is the | Did for admiration, :
encourage clvie responsibility.”  Surely | pigralness of Walt Whittman, and so, [ 1t would seem that the Greek colons Ca-kets in
nut the words or sentiments of A} perhaps, we can best word it that oar | would attract thousands of men and -
weakling, patntings are the ‘exhalations of the | wonun all over Ameriea whe realize N a Harlem flat
The boy who struggled from  the | oyl [ just paint to get it out of my | in it possibiiities  the satisfaction of o HORALILS. PhiS-TY €
farmlands of the West to the Chicago | system, and 1 dance to express those [long felt want, Undoubtedly it will ! L Gl SRl
Art Institute finally landed with $20 In | Gile emotions and hidden meaniass | 0o draw o it innumerable  cranks, [ 07 the servie
his pocket within the inhospitable gates | which help us to feel that Life is some- l favativs and faddists, .lrm S e
of Manhattan, The turning point of | how good and beautiful, and pass the Itwel ke a0 wise head to diserimi- | VAUl Hownaial
his life was reached when he first heard | pews along.” nite hetween the abnormal and outland- | II-I the bauly, ex)
Nazimova play Ibsen, I had noticed that many of his paint-|ish and the high souled, earnest andg |59 sliirs 11
“S&he was the most fascinating per- | Ings were of young boys rather than | boetic,  Also it will take tact to sep- ""'l his  assistant
son in the workl” he said, “and still is | of women, He fecls that masculine |arate the sheep from the goats  wigh. | 0YA0F Ton it

the most marvellous personality.”

His one burning desire was to paint
the Itussian genius,  Boyishly he wrote
her, hegeing for a photograph in order
that he might express his interpretation
of the great actress in the form of a
portrait,  His letter went unanswered
Doubtless Nazimova's waste baskel was
filled with thousands of similar out-
pourings of youthful efMusions,

Then he bought two photographs of
her and went to see her play several
different cvharacters,  Althuugh Very
poor, he exceuted a Hfe size ofl painting
and presented it to her, He sent the
mammuoth package by express to her
theatre and by mall a modest note of
explanation, He was asked to come
to the theatre and Immediately by the
expressions of awe and respect of the
doorman he realized that at last he had
triumphed. He was led through the
dark theatre in back of the stage, where
the entire cast was assembled around
the unpacked portrait, and was wel-
comed enthusiastically by every one,
including the actress,

That portrait, done hy the youth n
his teens, now adorns the front foyer of
Nazimova's  theatre In  Thirty-ninth
strevt, New York clty, The immediate
result was an order from the Russian

symmetry and heauty has been neglected
In the American workaday world.
past has accentuated brute  strength
and mastery and the characteristics of
the caveman as ideals of male perfecs
tion, and until the desirability of these
brutlsh qualities be abolished  the workd
at large will frown upon any cultivation
of loveliness In manhood,

*Of course 1 have been maligned and
abused and persecuted” Mre, Bwan sadd
cheerfully, “but the only thing 1 really
waunt to impress upon people is that 1
am not abnormal or cecentrie, Why
should one be regarded as a freak be-
cause he admires the beautiful 7

I think it was about
discourse that it
how me his haby,

“Honestly," he sald ingenuously, *it
Is the most wonderful child! 1 assure
yvou that it is quite different from the
ordinary five weeks old infant, 1 do
not sgay this through vanity or because
I am its father, but truly it is much
more than a bundle of blankets! It is
w perfect little personality—an entity
You just see——"

Soon he came back to me, bringing
the lovely little baby gir!, and although
not an expert judge 1 admitted that it
louked good to me, 1 wish that T could
have taken a snapshot photograph of

thisg time in our

oceurred to him to
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| out Mloodshed!
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If the Greok colony in
Adirondacks should prove a
: this summer undoubtedly similar
units will spring up all over Amorica,
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vase of a colllsion, fire or other

aceident, would it be posgible 1o
send inoa fire alarm from the
| subway without going upEtairs to the
i,‘-l'!l"" level ™ inquired o stranger in

the ity of his New York fricnd as they
Woere viding down town In the first car
of i Broadway express train the other
day,

“Yes, it is possibile
alarm without having
replicd the city man,

sound a
o

to re
Lo upstirs,”
“Fire alarm lboxes

van be found in the tunnel near the
north and south ends of the station
platforms,  Colored incandescent lights

are placed opposite the boxes (o show
their location, and with the lghts to
At as guldes the hoxes coutd be readily
located and used when necessary,”
“When you say that lghts mark the
location of the boxes" continued
stranger, “I assume that these lights
are red,  And if red lights are used at
these boxes, sn't there a possibility of
strangers mistaking the regular danger
signals for alarm Lox slgnals, and do not
the motormen in charge of traing be-

the casket

In order to gt t
vlevator it hiul
There It was in o1
standing  as e
mummy boXes ol
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® \" Lib ik il
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ing of the matter
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Jeet, but oftenst
ner, Many of the
dian colored chap
Superstith AL
a short time ago th
take the casket b
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sl he'd surely drs
woman standing ul
slde of him when s
all night tour.

“Phis  eleyator by
[ exception He wan
Lthird toor and  tike
wished to come dow
way in the car wha
vishet, You oupht
quickly she hacked
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